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Every year, we are fortunate to have the opportunity to recognize and say thank you to all of our 
amazing volunteers at our annual Volunteer Recognition Picnic – held on June 7. We not only 
honor the volunteers who assist in our warehouse and offices, but also the volunteers who work in 
our network of 300 charitable food programs located throughout Berks and Schuylkill counties. 

We presented our Vicki Krick Above and Beyond Award to Becky and Carl Boltz who help us supply 
fresh and frozen healthy foods each month to nearly 100 families at our Auburn, Schuylkill County, 
Mobile Market 
distributions.  
We also honored 
Ken Heiser, who 
spends many 
hours each week 

assisting in our warehouse and with our 
programs, with our Volunteer of the Year Award. 

In 2016, we had more than 1,250 individuals  
who donated almost 11,000 hours of their time  
at the GBFB! 

This is always one of our favorite days of the year, 
honoring the many people who help us achieve 
our mission - feeding the hungry of Berks and 
Schuylkill counties!

For 16 years, the employees of Met-Ed, a First Energy Company, have enthusiastically,  
and generously, supported the Greater Berks Food Bank through their month-long 
Harvest for Hunger fundraising campaign. 

This year’s campaign was once again an amazing success – raising more than 
$25,000 to help the GBFB feed the hungry of our community! This year’s contribution 
brings the 16 year total amount raised for the GBFB to more than $350,000.

Met-Ed’s campaign is part of a  
corporate-wide campaign held  
by all First Energy companies  
throughout their six state service 
area. Annually, the campaign 
raises more than $300,000 
across all of the companies. 

A taco lunch, beach house 
vacation rental raffle, and a very  
popular Easter candy sale were  
just some of the many fun ways  
the employees of Met-Ed raised  
money throughout March. This  
year’s campaign also saw the  
debut of Met-Ed Lip Sync Battle,  

inspired by the popular tv show. For three days, participating employees lip synced 
along to songs, dressed the part and with props to match (photo) – all to the laughs 
and applause of their co-workers. Thank you to everyone at Met-Ed!

Special thanks to The Highlands at 
Wyomissing for being the premier sponsor 
of the event for the second year and 
Woodforest National Bank for being 
the supporting sponsor. Thanks as well 
to all the great local companies that 
donated prizes. Final thanks to the 
Dunkin’ Donuts Community Cruiser for 
once again visiting and handing out 
iced coffee and donuts and to Sweet 
Ride Ice Cream, West Reading, for the 
wonderful ice cream. 

Volunteer Recognition Picnic

Met-Ed “Energizes” Fundraiser for the Hungry
Special thanks:
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Jane Vitalo, Customer Service Representative
Rob Wertman, Warehouse Supervisor

If you have any comments or questions, please contact 
the editor.
Editor: Doug Long
E-mail: dslong@feedingamerica.org

A copy of the official registration and financial
 information of the Greater Berks Food Bank may be 
obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State

 by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999. 
Registration does not imply endorsement.

Wow! Over the course of two days in June, 
1,000 volunteers packed 500,000 macaroni 
and cheese servings to help the Greater Berks 
Food Bank feed the hungry!

The Big Cheese Project, a national initiative of 
Outreach, Inc., was sponsored, planned and 
coordinated locally for the third year by the 
United Way of Berks County. This year’s effort 
more than doubled the amount of servings 
packed last year! 

Though the GBFB is not an agency of the 
United Way, they have always been a valued 
partner in our fight against hunger. The mac n’ 
cheese meals will primarily be sent home with 
Weekender Program participating kids in the fall.

Thank you United Way and all of the volunteers 
who helped make The Big Cheese III a success!

GBFB volunteers and staff helping  
at The Big Cheese III

Summer is in full swing and I hope that you are enjoying the bright 
sunshine, colorful flowers, vacations and delicious fresh fruits and 
vegetables. This summer we are sharing these fresh fruits and vegetables,  
the most nutrient dense foods, at our Mobile Markets. Today as I write 
this article our sixth Mobile Market is opening in Mahanoy City, Schuylkill 
County. Just a few hours ago our truck left filled with 1,500 pounds of 

frozen meats, squash, pears, milk, green peppers, celery, and onions. Soon families in need  
of food assistance will be carrying home a bundle of healthy foods to prepare and consume.

One of our Strategic Planning Committees, the Foods to Encourage Committee, called us 
to action to increase our distribution of healthier foods. Already we have made amazing 
progress. In the past 12 months 50% of the food we have distributed (more than 3.5 million lbs.)  
has been fresh, frozen and perishable foods, the healthiest of foods.

By this fall our Foods to Encourage Committee will have developed a nutrition policy and  
a ranking system based on nutritional values that will cover all of our food including the non-
perishable products. This will make it easier for our agencies to select the healthier options.  
This will mean that clients who are dealing with prevalent health issues, such as diabetes,  
or high blood pressure, will have the opportunity to choose healthier foods to eat.

As the summer continues so will our Mobile Markets which are held outside. They will continue 
to be open until the end of this fall. It is only because of the fantastic support we receive 
from our community that we are able to fulfill our mission to “feed the hungry.” Thank you for 
helping us to Bring Healthier Food to the Table.

The Big Cheese I I I

Congratulations to Deb Mest, our Agency & Volunteer Services Manager, who was elected 
this spring to the National Commodity Supplemental Food Program Board of Directors. 
CSFP is the federally-supported program that provides monthly food packages for low-
income seniors. Locally, the GBFB distributes food to 1,560 low-income seniors in Berks 
and Schuylkill counties every month through this program. In late April, Deb headed 
to Washington D.C. with nearly 50 other advocates from Hunger-Free Pennsylvania 
to lobby support for CSFP and low-income seniors. Deb will provide a strong and 
passionate voice for seniors-in-need as a board member!

Advocating for Hungry Seniors

Agency Feature: New Hope Wesleyan Church

We thank the following  
businesses, organizations and 
places of worship that recently 
hosted food and fund drives*:

Atonement Lutheran Church
Berks Jazz Fest
Berks Visiting Nurse Association
Encompass Insurance Co.
Isaac’s Restaurant
Met Ed/First Energy
National Assoc. of Letter Carriers Branch 258
Penn State Berks
Reading Commandery Knights Templar
Service Electric Cablevision
Surgical Institute of Reading

Our annual Pantry Coordinators’ Meeting 
for our Berks County food pantries was 
held June 28. As part of the afternoon  
of updates and training, we were thrilled 
to include the presentation of a new 
award, our “Super Hero Award.” It was 
given to the pantry that, over the past 
year, has distributed the most average 
pounds of GBFB-supplied food per family 
in need. The winner of the first-ever award  
was Keystone Military Families, Leesport 
- they distributed an average of 57 lbs. 
of food per family in need at each 
distribution! Keystone Military Families 
assists active duty and reserve military, 
their immediate families and veterans.

Since 1993, members of the National 
Association of Letter Carriers have been 
participating in Stamp Out Hunger across the 
country, the largest national one-day food drive. 
More than one billion pounds of food have 
been collected to feed the hungry throughout 
the years. Locally, members of the N.A.L.C. 
Branch 258 have given their time, energy and 
passion to collect food to feed our neighbors. 
This year’s food drive, held on Saturday, May 13, 
collected nearly 40,000 pounds of food from 
homes in Berks County. More than 1.25 million 
pounds has been collected since 1993. Thank 
you to all of our letter carriers!

25 Years of  
Stamping Out Hunger!

According to Pastor Anita Brown, five years ago “God put it on my husband’s heart to start a food 
pantry.” Her husband, who preceded her as the Pastor at New Hope Wesleyan Church in Mahanoy 
City, had previously dealt with the Greater Berks Food Bank when he worked at another of our 
Schuylkill County agencies. Knowing there was a great need in his small town, he reached out to us 
for help. Since these humble beginnings, New Hope Wesleyan’s food pantry has grown to serving up 
to 100 in-need families a month.

Pastor Brown credits the pantry’s team of volunteers – about 18 a month – for helping to create 
the welcoming environment that puts clients at ease. The pantry has traditionally seen higher 
percentages of adults and seniors, but more recently is seeing more and more young families with 
children. Pastor Brown believes pride, in this working-class town, kept many of these young families 
from asking before for help. But, as times continue to get tougher, the families have expressed their 
gratitude for the helping hand offered by the food pantry.

New Hope Wesleyan is a small church, with an equally small budget. They receive all of the food 
for their pantry through the GBFB and rely heavily on the free fresh, frozen and perishable products 
we offer. In the past 12 months, the food pantry has received 40,000 pounds of food (valued at 
$62,500) from the GBFB. The shared maintenance costs the food pantry has had to allocate for 
all of that food has only been $400. As Pastor Brown states, “We love working with the Greater Berks 
Food Bank, love the variety of food you offer and could not do our pantry without you.” We in turn 
are grateful that you, our supporters, allow us to provide such a wonderful and impactful program!

Super Hero Award

* Food drives of at least 100 lbs. and  
   fund drives of at least $100 from  
   3/19/17 to 6/30/17
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Phone: (610) 926-5802

Fax: (610) 926-7638

Email: pbianca@feedingamerica.org

www.berksfoodbank.org

About Our Organization . . . 
The Greater Berks Food Bank, 
established in 1983, collects, 

purchases, stores, and distributes  
over seven million pounds of food 

annually to the more than 300 
programs which feed the hungry  

in Berks & Schuylkill counties. 

Greater Berks Food Bank
117 Morgan Drive
Reading, PA 19608
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For the seventh year, a generous 
local couple (who wish to remain 
anonymous) has offered a 
donation match to support our 
mission. 

This year they will match $1 for 
every $4 we receive from new 
donors – up to $100,000 in new 
donations. This means they will 
personally donate $25,000 to  
the GBFB if we raise $100,000 
from new donors!

If you have never donated, 
please consider doing so today. 
Your gift will multiply because 
of the match!  If you are a loyal 
supporter, please encourage  
your friends and family to donate 
for the first time to help us meet 
the match!

Help us meet 
the match!


